
MOTOR THEFT CROPS
GROW ENORMOUSLY

Source of Lawless Wealth
Rivals Bootlegging ill
Rich Productivity.

DRASTIC LAW NEEDED

Insurance Officials Ask
Legislature to Help End

Their Vast Losses.

POLICE AGAIN REWARDED

Number of Cars Stolen in the
State This Year Likely

to Be About 10,000.

As a medium of accumulating lawlesswealth rapidly, bootlegging is said
to have rendered all others impotent.
Bat, if the statistics are to be relied
upon, the motor car thieves and their
accomplices have captured second position.This is not an attempt at
faeetiousness. It is a. boiling down
to a sentonce or two the consensus of
insurance people.
The State Police have been ordered

to stop bootlegging within the boundariesof this Commonwealth. The
measure of success they have achieved
is not a matter of discussion here. But,
having compared figures and viewed
with alarm the coming year's possibilities,the New York State Conference
of Mayors is preparing to go before
the next session of the Legislature and
demand that it pass some sort of legislationthat will have influence over
the thriving mobs who are devoting
themselves to the theft of motor cars.
This particular review of the situationhas to do with New York city.

Just how many automobiles have'been
stolen throughout this State since Jan.
1 can only be surmised. The figures
are not yet available. Last year,
however, the State suffered more than
7,000 such crimes. And no*' It is all
loo clear that the number probably
will reach 10,000 this year.
And thus far this year, nearly 4,200

motors have been stolon in New York
city alone.

Radical Action In Needed.
A few days ago William P. Capes, secretaryof the New York State Confer<ncoof Mayors, told Thb Nkw York

Hkrall> that the legislature must do
something' radical or else the Insurance
people are going to adopt a new schedule
of rates and these rates are going to
HI proaeh the prohibitive stage. Half a

dozen Insurance men, asked to confirm
t*Js. declared it lo he quite true. They
said that it was being forc>d upon them.
They have not summed up their losses
for 1921 yet, but,,,they ail said it was

* matter of "loo many millions."
Deipltt tills, the fit ate A utomobile

Bureau estimates that It will register
more than 1,00(1.000 motor cars In 1922.
There were more than 800,000 licensed
this year. Business Is getting better.
Those figures arc, course, for the, rnLlrnState. The cltv comes In a moment.
Among the folk who will agree (if

(hey care to be frank) that this year
was a more prosperous one than last,
are those who devote themselves to the
stealing of automobiles in New York
city.

In a moment or so figures will bo set
forth explaining the situation. Murh
depend* upon how you scan them. They
might very well be used to everlastingly
damn the Police Department, or you
might construct therefrom an cqually
tmprestlve defence or Commissioner Enrightand his 12,000 men.
But 110 matter what you angle of

observation may be, you will eventually
become entangled in the Inevitable maze
of circumstances that will prompt you to
hurl the said statistics Into the waste
paper basket and agree that a policeman'slife is not a happy one.

In considering the oncoming statistics
you must realise that no attempt Is
made here to show how many of the
missing cars liuve been returned to their
owners either by the police, the Insurancedetectives or other agency. A surveyof the available police records
Would indicate that the percentage is
small. * !

1,oases Exceed Retrieval*.

Every so often the New York police
notify the police of Newark. Jersey City,
Yonkcrs, White Plains. Mount Vernon
and other cities lying In what we call
the metropolitan area that such and
such cars were stolen In Now York city
on such and such a date. Please to be
on the look-out for such stolen property.
And occasionally there will he addenda
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to these lints to the efcect that certain
cars on specified lists may be stricken
off. The inference, of course, is that such
motors are present or accounted for. At
any rate the cancellations are numericallyso inferior that it is to he assumed
that only a relatively few missing cars
arc retrieved.
Furthermore the cars comprising this

list number among them motors that
have been lost for tho Insurance money.
in otner woras mey nave ocen done

away with or were permitted to be
stolen that the owner might collect
from the insurance company issuing the
policy on the car. Then there Is the car

actually stolen, but not properly reported
by the owner, who decided that it would
be unwise of him to tell the whole truth.
Add to that the bona-llde case of theft
where the owner has left his car unlockedand ungualded.in brief has done
everything but place upon his car an injvltution to thieves.and you have a few
of the aforesaid circumstances that
modify the importance of the statistics.
To begin with, the police of New York

city had 4.14S motor car thefts reported
to them between January 1 and November20. That many cars were stolen
within the bounds t ies of the city. That
makes an average of about thirteen a

day.
For a number of reasons, the most

popular of which seems to be that they
are looking forward to radical changes
in the automobile section at Police
Headquarters, the insurance men arc
not anxious to air their views. But for
entirely different reasons they balk completelywhen asked to set a valuation
upon the motor cars stolen in New York
city since January t.
A few venture opinions. Striking an

average, it appears that the loss to au-
tomobile owners Ilea between Tour and
Ave million dollars. This is taking it
for granted that all the stolen cars were
new when purchased by the losers. And
It is not taking deterioration into acjcount, nor is It considering extras placed

i-on the car by the owners.

Theft Crop (<ro*T« In !)lir,

During the Ursl ten months of 1920
the reported thefts amounted to 2,785.
Business boomed this year, you see. But
the boom Is realized more sternly when
you consider that from January 1, 1920,
until January 1, 1921, the police received
just .2,530 notices from chagrined motor
owners. Therefore the thieves got at ay
with 618 more than last year's entire
crop as early as November 20.
The office of the Secretary of State In

Albany produces the information that
292,890 automobiles were licensed in
New York city between January 1 and
December 1. Those who would miniImize any indictment of the police that
might be suggested oti account of the
great number of thefts can at once point
to the fact that, according to these figures.only one car in every seventy is
stolen during the year.

liut that doesn't appeal to the owner-
victim. The insurance officials, who'
view the increase with alarm, are not
impressed by this ratio. And the fact
that the figures indicate that the motor
tli'evcs are growing bolder month by
month should urge a unanimous concern.
While statistics are being considered

the following tabic of monthly coinpari-
sons will show the increase in the nuin-
ber of cars stolen:

1921. 1920.
.tcounty 288 ifm
I'Vhriiarv 24484
March 348 184
April 374 2.M
May 388 320
June 394 380
July 4148 43.",
August 524 254
September 481 344
October 491 384
November *210 425
December 320

For 19 days In November.
Reducing these figures to car classificationsit is observed that the Ford 1h

the most popular of the motor thief's
objectives. Sixteen hundred and ninety-
four of them were stolen In New York
city during the first ten months of thin
year. That means that almost every
other oar stolen .was a Ford. The rea-
sons arc clear.

Small Car* Faster to Steal.
There are more Fords in service than

any other maito of automobile. It Is
much easier to get away with a Ford.
It in much easier to dispose of a Ford.
Owners of Fords are most liable to be
careless with them. It Its quite as easy
to lock or otherwise safeguard a Ford
us it is any other car, but somehow or
other the owners seldom appreciate the
fact until the car is gone. And then,
too, any motor thief handy with tools
can so change the numbers on Ford
parts that you wouldn't be able to identifyyour own car a day after you lost It.

It is a fact that the motor thieves specialisein certain makes. Before the
Eighteenth Amendment was added to
our Ponst itut ton the number of bi«. do*'-
erful touring; cam stolen was comparativelysmall. Indeed, according; to one
Insurance man. Fords comprised about
three-quarters of all thefts. But with
prohibition came rum-running1 and with
rum-running came a fiercer banditry in
tlie automobile world.
There may be some other reason or

reasone for the leap in the number of
Packard*, Htutzes. Fierce Arrows, Cadll|lacs, Nationals nnd so on stolen in 1920
and 1921, but the insurance men have
not found it. At least they say they
haven't. W is utterly true, according
to the police, that the rum runner and
the motor riding bandit prefers the
Packard, the Pierce Arrow, the Stuta
and the Cadillac above other makes.
They arc fast and capacious. They are

heavy enough to hold the road under
extraordinary conditions.

Other cars can measure up to the
same specifications, to be sure, but any
one wntcMng the streets, roads and
curbs for a day or so can corroborate
the police in their explanation that the
above mentioned big cars are seen
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But next to the Ford on the stolen
motors list comes the Buick. Up until
November 20 831 Buicks were reported
stolen In New York city. Anil next on
the list comes the Dodge. They got j
away with about 109 of them this year,
not counting November and December.
Tim answer is almost. a> simple to nna
as in tlie ease of the Ford ear. H is
not difficult to disposo of a Buick; noilsit the most difficult thing in the world
to obliterate the identity thereof. The
same may be said of the Dodge.

Costly Cars Almost Immune.

And throughout the entire list a similarline of reasoning obtains. For example,you find hut four RoIIb Roycea.
Folk possessing Rolls Royces have
chauffeurs to s!t at the wheel while the
ear* are waiting at the curb. Besides
there are relatively only a few such curs
In the city. He who steals or attempts
to steal a Rolls Iloyce la much like the
cliap who decides to lilde a team of elephants.It can be done, but not easily.
And you may Imagine your own
thoughts If a stranger went to you offeringa $12,000 or J 15,000 car for a thousandor so. Once < very ten years or so

thc-y find some one has purchased BrooklynBridge for $20.
The stolen lists contain 7-1 Cadillacs,

99 Chandlers, 110 Chevrolets. 89 Hudsons,09 Packards, 71 Oldsmobllee. 49
Paiges, 44 Nationals, 63 Stutzes and 00
Chalmerses. Thus wc account for 3,368
of the 4,148 stolen motor cars. The remaining780 are distributed over n field
of nearly fifty makes of automobiles.
The Lexington, for instance, has caught
the fancy of the thief. Forty Lexingtonswere reported stolen during the
yea r.
The mightiest protest, of course, arises

from the insurance companies. Several
insurance men. asked for their opinion
M*»oMritn<r v->a inoiotion In th a niimhor of

stolen automobiles, took the middle
ground by saying th.it they had no reasonto believe that the police are "not
as vigilant as circumstances make It
possible for them to be, but that "something"will have to be done to prevent
further increases.
These Insurance people find that automobileinsurance Is almost as risky to

them as any "bad rtsk" Insurance they
write. If, for example, a ear is recoveredby the police tt ey pay the Police
Department a reward for turning It over
to them. If the car la not 'ound they
pay the amount guaranteed to the
mourning loser of the car. In either
ease they lose money.
They have tried various means to

lighten the burden all this places upon
them.

Last February, for various reasons
suggested by the invest igatlon of the
New York Police Department by former
Oov. Whitman, the Insurance companies
decided to discontinue payli g such rewardsto the police until after the latter
had obtained the conviction of the personor persons who tad stoic", the recoveredautomobile. It was suggested at
that time (but never proved) that automobilesmight be stolen and then left
where certain policemen could find them.
The policeman would turn In the car.
The reward was paid to the department.
He got his share, and out of that he
might have paid a certain amount to
the man who stole the car and left it
where lie mlgnt find It.a place designatedIn advance, of course.
There was no eiea- proot mat such a

stale of affairs existed. Rut the Insurancepeople decided to pay no more
rewards until after the thief was behindbars. One hundred and live Insurancecompanies subscribed to this
new arrangement. The result was that
tho number of convictions did not increaseand thai the thefts of automobileskept, on .ncreasing as usual.
So a few weeks ago the same insuranceofficials got together again and decidedto resume the old schedule of payingrewards upon the recovery of ihe

car. They set forth their change of
heart In a letter to the Automobile
lindrrwTiters' Detective Bureau, MO
Nassau street, an organization representingabout three-quarters of the automobileinsuring companies. It read:

"Tn regard to tho agreement made
with ox.Oov. Whitman that members of
the detective bureau would pay no rewardsfor the recovery of stolen automobilesin New York city without the
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arreet and conviction of the thief or

thieves, we now wish to advise that Mr.
Whitman lias agreed to a modification
of this arrangement.

"The practice to be observed in the
future is that rewards and legitimate
expenses, incurred by officers for the
return of .stolen automobiles where the
thief has not been apprehended, and
where extraordinary zeal and intelli-
gence have been displayed by the officer,
iiutr 1'cs.iu, auujci i iu UlU «iipiu»»i *-»*

the Automobile Underwriters Detective
Bureau and by the Police Commissioner
of Nc* York, such rewards and expenses
to be payable by the bureau through the
Police Commissioner, as provided for in
the New York charter."

This letter was signed by N. S. Bartow.W. M. Ballard. O. R. Beckwlth, F.
D. Bennett. I). F. Cox, P. A. Creech, F.
C. Basel ton. ft. O'Connor and C. S.
Tlmberlake. all of them prominent in the
Insurance of automobiles.

Poller mini Gets Half of Heward.
The rewards paid depend upon the

value of the car, or upon the valuation
set upon the ear by the policy. They
range from $25 to $100 except in extraordinarycases. The minimum is
paid for the recovery of cars valued at
$1,000 ; $50 on $2,000; $75 on $3,000,
and $100 on $4,000. All rewards paid
are turned over to the Police Commissioner,who, according to the rules. Is
supposed to deduct half of it for the
Police. Pension Fund and hand the rest
to the cop who found tue car.
While the Insurance people deplore

the increase In the thefts and Insist that
"something will have to be done about
It" they do not say that the police are
to blame, Tliey do say that the automobilesquad at Police Headquartevs is
so small as to be almost Ineffective. It
must bo made larger, they say, and It
should work In conditions that fetch It
closer to the insurance companies or to
the Automobile Underwriters Detective
Bureau.
With the recovery of business generally,one Insurance man said, the number

of fhefta of automobiles Increases. For
Instance, as wm Bald at the beginning,
this has been a better business year
than last. Therefore more automobiles
have been purchased ; there arc more to
be stolen ; there are ft greater number
of persons willing to buy: the market
has expanded oven for the thief. Early
in 1920 and late In 1919 the business of
stealing automobiles fell off simply becausethe thief was never sure of getting
rid of his booty. One who had the cash
and the nerve to buy had Innumerable
opportunities to make good bargains
with legitimate owners.
The garage* where tised cars were for

sale were so full that, there was no room
for more. Therefore the thief hart to
take the chance of selling on the fly.
And then, too, the prospective purchaser
of the used car could pick and choose.
Ho did not have to take a chance of
buying a motor that had been stolen
and having that same car reclaimed by
its rightful owner after he had paid the
thief the latter's price.
"We shall ask the legislature to enact.laws which will assist the police

departments of the various cities In apprehendingautomobile thieves and reducingthe activities of that class of
criminals generally," says Mr. Capes.
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EDISON COMMENDS
FORD'SHOALS'PLAN

Fertilizer Project Would Eml»loyMillion Persons, He
Hays.

SEES FERTILIZER NEED
.

Explains Son's Invention of
"Wheel to Cut Barbed
Wire Entanglements.

Thomas A. Edison, who returned last
week from a trip to Muscle Shoals with
Henry Ford, said at his home In
Orange, N, J., yesterday that the
Shoals was a first class business propositionand that Mr. Ford could operate
a fertilizer plant there and make it go.
"He can not only make his rental,"said Mr. Edison, "but a good profit for

he people besides. Fertilizer is In
great demand in the South, and the
people need a cheap fertilizer. They
can get fertilizer now, but the price
is too high. They cannot afford to
buy it. I cannot estimate the present
waste from lack of fertilizer, but the
crop would be doubled If the people
had It, and employment would be given
to about a million persons."

Mr. Edison would not comment much
on the armament conference at Washington,but said that the 5-5-3 naval
plan seems to be a good one, though
he had not given it a great deal of
thought.

"1 think, however, he said, "that we
ought to keep up with our experiments
wiiii punmannes ana deadly tf&aca and
keep up with the other fellow. It would

1dvercoatHL>x $100.
sDress, $140.

? CTwT \7 gv for men and v

I| above prices

1II il liOl]
i JHasterTa iloredl Tailor to
\ B Business Suits k F11| ^Eighty Dollars^ ^ jM#
£ Wmmmmm.sP*i!

>6-r>6a Fifth Ave. *3 at A
THE PARIS SHOP OF AMERICA

i and 57th Streets, After ,

ys of Remov
sving to our New Build
ictions now in effecl
ofore.

nd Costume Su
ormerly $75 to $60\

and Wraps at ]
mmed)

rmerly $165 to $65

id Dresses ^
ormerly $95 to $451

evening Wraps at

merly $195 to $22t

stume Blouses at j
nmerly $35 to $IOt

ind Dress Hats at

ormerly $25 to $50

igs and Vanity Cases
ormerly $25 to $I5(

Remaining Selectit

-Wraps.Capes a

id Separate Scarfj
LESS THAN ORIGI

3, 1921.
be Just as well to be prepared with ouv

experiments. Then If some one startanargument we would bo ready. We
would not have to stop to experiment."

It was Mr. Edison's eon, Theodore, a

student at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, who has Invented the
wheel to cut through wire entanglements,
of which Mr. Edison spoke In lJetroiv
last week. The wheel, Mr. Edison explained,Is three feet In diameter, on-
foot thick, run by a bord automobile
motor and gaina a velocity of seven
miles a minute.

".Some of the wheels," said Mr. Edison,
"will contain T N T and others will bo
empty. When the device is started It
runs in a straight line, and it is operated
on the gyroscope principle.
"The first experiment was made near

Morrlstown, and after that the wheel
was taken to an Island off Key West.
We built barbed wire entanglement:!
several feet apart for a distance of 100
feet. We also dug large holes, some beforethe barbed wire and seme in betweenit. The wheel went right over the
holes and through the wire, continuing
about a mile. We also piled up brush
and trees and the wheel cut right
through them."

BOOKKEEPER MISSING;
ALSO $4,100 IN SAFE

Gulf Refining Co. Looking for
Frederick McDonough.

A search was begun In Newark and
this city yesterday for Frederick McDonough,bookkeeper for the Gulf Refining
vv/iuimuj, TTJIU iitu uioappcatcu wnu ma

wife and two children. Soon after Mc- J
Donough's failure to appear In the com-

pany's office In Plume Point lane. New-
ark, yesterday morning, It waa found
that the safe had been opened and $4,100
stolen. About $3,000 of this was employees'savings, drawn from a Newark
bank Saturday for distribution to-day.

Inquiries at the McDonough home, at
211 South Eleventh street, proved his
family had left the house. The police
were notified and watch was placed on
all steamship piers.
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To be sure she is not caught
out on bad days unprepare'd
Fashion makes an every day
vogue of sturdy winter footwear,and the footfalls of the
brogue oxford keep pace with
the snowfalls of winter. . . .

Brogue Oxfords of Tan or Blacky NorwegianCalfskin> or Brown or Blacky
Russia Calfskin with Broad English
IFalhfng Easts, and Low Heels,

Feminine Shoe Shop. Third FUtr
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i Fine Imported
Wool Plaid MotorRobes
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|i; Thes F beautiful robes were jmade in Scotland and Czecho

Slovakia of the very best wool
stock. They are warm, good-look_11 i ft

ing anu Decause 01 trie splendid
I quality of the wool will give far

better than average service.

Solid colors in two-lone effects.
Solid colors with plaid backs.
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Motor Luncheon Baskets
We suggest these baskets for gift-giving, for

nothing will appeal better to the man
who motors. Various sizes, fitted

for 2, 4 or 6 persons.
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